
Conservation Forward:
New language and tactics to 

build Conservation Power
PSCC Annual Meeting 2025

• Power Building 
• Story-Telling and Messaging
• Practice 
• Commitments 



What If . . .?

What would we do with stronger Conservation
Power in the State of Illinois? 
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“Power is the ability 
to achieve a purpose. 

Whether or not it is 
good or bad depends 
on the purpose.”

What is Power? 





Conservation Power
 in action (Montana)



Anti-Conservation
Activism is out there

Currently, we have Project 2025 calling 

environmentalism “anti-human” with its 

focus on “population control and 

economic regression.”

“The new Administration should, to the 

extent authorized by law, limit the use of 

permanent easements and collaborate 

with lawmakers to prohibit . . . permanent 

easements.”

Project 2025



Anti-Conservation
Organizes for Power 



How Do Others 
Build Power in 
Illinois?

• Illinois Farm Bureau 

• Illinois Realtors Association



Call to Action



Building 
Power

Tips, Tricks, and Tools



Where do I even 
begin?

How do I go about getting a 
meeting with an elected official?

What should I say?

What if I don’t know all the 
answers?

5 easy steps



Step 1: 
Define the 
Goal

You want them to support a piece of legislation

You want them to visit a preserve

You want to educate them on a key issue: importance of 
easements, prescribed fire, restoration work, etc.

You want to introduce your land trust & the work you are 
doing in their district

You want to offer support for something they are doing or 
thank them for previous work



Step 2: Schedule 
the Meeting

Tips:

• Polite Persistence

• Plan in Advance 

• Be flexible

• Don’t underestimate 
influence of staffers



Step 3: 
Prepare

What’s 
the goal?

What’s 
your 

story?

What can 
you thank 
them for?

What can 
you leave 
behind?

What next 
steps can 

you 
propose?



Step 4: In 
the Meeting

Create a 
Connection

Facts Don’t 
Change Hearts 

and Minds

Harness the 
Power of 

Storytelling

Rely on Tested 
Messaging

It’s okay to not 
know 

everything

Bring along 
another person



Step 5: Follow 
Up

Have another in-person 
meeting with the 

member at their office or 
offsite. 

Invite and host a 
member on a Field Day 

trip.

Thank a lawmaker (and 
tag them) on social 
media for a recent 

positive action they 
took.

Share your Land Trust’s 
annual report or other 

resources with an offer 
to help. 

If you take photos during 
a field visit or in person 

meeting, send them as a 
follow up to the 

lawmaker’s office.



Let’s 
Practice

You’ll need: Groups of 2-3

•(5 minutes) Take a couple minutes to Jot down notes for a pitch (you can use the 
message box or the story handout to jot down a quick pitch)

•(Five Minutes) Share your pitch with your partner

•(Five Minutes) Debrief
•(Five Minutes) Switch roles

•(Five Minutes) Debrief

The Plan: 

•Support legislation

•Visit a Preserve
•Educate on an issue (easements, Rx Fire)

•Introduce your Land Trust
•Offer Support

Example Asks:

1.What was the strongest part of your pitch to the elected official?  

2.As the listener, what made you perk up? What points resonated most? 
3.What would you say or do differently next time?

4.Was there anything that surprised you about this interaction?
5.What was difficult/What was easy?

Sample Debrief Questions:



What is one thing you can 
commit to this year?



Thank you!
Ashely Maybanks, TNC

Emy Brawley, TCF
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