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160+ 
Partner Organizations

Forest Preserves
Park Districts
Non-Profits
Land Trusts 

Affinity Groups
Stewardship Groups
Faith-Based Groups

Educational Institutions

Woodlands

Prairies 

Community 
Gardens

Neighbor-
hoods

Wetlands

Nature 
Preserves

School 
Gardens

Duneslands



Counties 
with Active 
VSN Groups
(2021)
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Ways Volunteers Help

Cleanup and litter 
removal

Seed 
collection/dispersal

Trail maintenance

Native species planting Invasive species 
removal

Citizen Science (monitoring 
frogs, butterflies, plants, birds)

Brush Clearing 

Growing Food



VSN Lends 
Support to 
Partners

• Sponsorship of Regional 
Meetings

• Network for Nature (Virtual 
and In-Person Gatherings)

• Stewardship Fund

• Scholarship Fund

• Community Convening 
Fund

Photos courtesy of Grand Prairie Friends



Community Convening Fund:
 

Planting Seeds, Growing Community Connections

©Tyler Hollloway

©Emanuel Love



Community Convening Fund: 
Planting Seeds, Growing 
Community Connections

Bring groups into the VSN that provide 
a different, but essential, benefit to 

human and non-human life.

Support community-based 
organizations of all sizes that engage 

individuals living in the vicinity of green 
spaces.

Commit resources to Black, Indigenous, 
People of Color, LGBTQIA+, veterans, 

people with disabilities, and other 
communities and organizations that 

have not been prioritized in the past, in 
the programming of outdoor activities 

and care and projection of green 
space. 

Provide support to groups working to 
diversify their volunteer base and 
outdoor programming activities 

Photo Courtesy of Stephanie Eicholz, Green Earth, Inc.



Community Convening Fund:
Planting Seeds, Growing Community 
Connections 

Stories from the Field
Sarah Livesay, Executive 
Director, Grand Prairie Friends
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Community Convening Fund:
Planting Seeds, Growing Community 
Connections 

Stories from the Field
Sarah Livesay, Executive 
Director, Grand Prairie Friends
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Community Convening Fund:
Planting Seeds, Growing Community 
Connections 

Stories from the Field
Sarah Livesay, Executive 
Director, Grand Prairie Friends



Community Convening Fund:
Planting Seeds, Growing 
Community Connections 

Neighborhood Naturalists 

• Mobile Tour: Book & Food 
Mobiles

• Neighborhood Naturalist 
Kits for children



Community Convening Fund:
Planting Seeds, Growing 
Community Connections 

Campfire & Concert



Community Convening Fund Recipients 
(2021 – 2024)

Academy for Global Citizenship

All Things Through Christ Outreach 
Ministries

Blacks in Green

Community Development 
Corporation

Douglas-Hart Foundation

Forest Preserve Friends Foundation

Friends of Hosah Prairie

Upper Sangamon River Conservancy

Boone County Conservation District

Friends of the Forest Preserves

McHenry County Conservation 
Foundation

El Paseo Community Garden

Maxwell Street Community Garden

Sugar Grove Foundation

Trickster Cultural Center

Friends of Hosah Prairie

Out in Nature

Friends of Sangamon Valley

Peterson Elementary

Prairie State Conservation Coalition

Possum Hollow Stewards

BIPOC Birders

Grand Prairie Friends

Heartlands Conservancy

Salaam Community Wellness Center

Empire 13

The Conservation Foundation

Kenwood Academy High School

McHenry County Conservation 
Foundation 

Phoenix Community Development 
Service



Thank you!
Questions?

© Sarah Livesay (Grand Prairie Friends)

© Bruce Colravy (Upper Sangamon River Conservancy)

© Paula Acevedo (El Paseo Community Garden)

© Friends of Illinois Nature Preserves

© All Things Through Christ Outreach Ministries 


