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Ways Volunteers Help

Cleanup and litter
removal

Invasive species
removal

Citizen Science (monitoring
frogs, butterflies, plants, birds)

Growing Food



VSN Lends

Support to
Partners

Sponsorship of Regional
Meetings

Network for Nature (Virtual
and In-Person Gatherings)

Stewardship Fund

Scholarship Fund

Community Convening
Fund

Photos courtesy of Grand Prairie Friends




! '_\ . .'_ . ..g'.‘ :
©Tyler Hollloway

©Emanuel Love

Community Convening Fund:

Planting Seeds, Growing Community Connections



Community Convening Fund:
Planting Seeds, Growing
Community Connections

Bringf?roups into the VSN that provide
a different, but essential, benefit to
human and non-human life.

Commit resources to Black, Indigenous,
People of Color, LGBTQIA+, veterans,
people with disabilities, and other
communities and organizations that
have not been prioritized in the past, in
the programming of outdoor activities
and care and projection of green
space.

Support community-based
organizations of all sizes that engage
individuals living in the vicinity of green
spaces.

Provide supﬁor‘c to groups working to
diversify their volunteer base and
outdoor programming activities
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Warbler Ridge Conservation Area
Welcomes the Fallen Outdoors
Hunting Program for Wounded
Veterans

Rob Stroud
Originally published in the Journal Gazette & Times Courier, November 13, 2023

CHARLESTON — Navy veteran Ashtin Bader has long enjoyed the skills and quietness

involved with archery, an interest that led her to become a bowhunter a few years ago.

Now, the Tuscola resident is helping provide outdoor sports opportunities for fellow veterans
and promoting hunting to other women as a volunteer with The Fallen Outdoors. This
nationwide nonprofit group's programs include a new partnership with the Warbler Ridge
Conservation Area in Charleston, where nine veterans have been taking part in a 15-day bow

hunt set to conclude Wednesday.

"It's beautiful terrain,” Bader said of her impression of Warbler Ridge after scouting hills and
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WANDERING
THE WOODS

NOTES TO KNOW

Thet itable for a wide val f abiliti
Participants using walke rwheelch will b
able to access all program areas except Aspen
Trail.

« The tour guide will meet all groups to board
their vehicle at Warbler Crossing, 17487 Bypass
Rd,, located just two miles south of Charleston
on Hwy 130.

» Restrooms and portable toilets are available at
two points throughout the tour. Please note,

wheelchair accessible.

+ Asa pilot progral iences

Sp
icipant evaluations are
required to help shape the future of the
program.

REGISTRATION: QUESTIONS:
Email: Woods@grandprairiefriends.org PHONE: (217) 621-6299
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| e Cence Planting Seeds, Growing
Ghriendship * Qghiteside Community Connections

* Mobile Tour: Book & Food
Mobiles

* Neighborhood Naturalist
Kits for children
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" AENaturc Center Planting Seeds, Growing

W hiteside Community Connections

Garden

- ““Friendship
~~Garden

CAMPFIRE &

FRIDAY, AUGUST 11
5.7PM

' \ Enjoy the local high school band
1 [\ "I Black Vinyl while roasting hotdogs for
5\35 > an end of the summer celebration!
All ages welcome. Children must be
accompanied by an adult. Hotdogs available

while supplies last. Limited seating available.
Lawn chairs recommended.

: donations appreciated

DOUGLAS-HARTN ECE
2204 Dewitt Ave E, Mattoon,
217-235-4644 —
programs@dhnature.org

This event isymade possiple b TheNature.

Conservancy

Stewardship Network Community-€onvening Fund,




Community Convening Fund Recipients

Academy for Global Citizenship

All Things Through Christ Outreach
Ministries

Blacks in Green

Community Development
Corporation

Douglas-Hart Foundation

Forest Preserve Friends Foundation
Friends of Hosah Prairie

Upper Sangamon River Conservancy

Boone County Conservation District

(2021 - 2024)

Friends of the Forest Preserves

McHenry County Conservation
Foundation

El Paseo Community Garden
Maxwell Street Community Garden
Sugar Grove Foundation

Trickster Cultural Center

Friends of Hosah Prairie

Out in Nature

Friends of Sangamon Valley
Peterson Elementary

Prairie State Conservation Coalition

Possum Hollow Stewards

BIPOC Birders

Grand Prairie Friends

Heartlands Conservancy

Salaam Community Wellness Center
Empire 13

The Conservation Foundation
Kenwood Academy High School

McHenry County Conservation
Foundation

Phoenix Community Development
Service



© Bruce Colravy (Upper Sangamon River Conservancy)

© Friends of lllinois Nature Preserves

© All Things Through Christ Outreach Ministries

Thank you!

Questions?



